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Legate at Peking who would settle religions questions
without recourse to horse, foot, and artillery. The
attitude of the Vatican and of Bishop Anzer, on his
return to China, was of a nature to encourage this
hope. But neither Li nor his Holiness was in a position
to overcome the determined objections of France to
any such arrangement. In October, 1891, the French
Government brought pressure to persuade the Vatican
to abandon the project of sending a Papal Legate
with a letter and presents to the Emperor of China.
The Roman Church militant in China remained there-
fore auxiliary to the secular aims of diplomacy, and
Li was forced to realise the hopelessness of his efforts,
These fruitless negotiations in a cause where, for
once, all the right was on China's side and all the
injustice on the other, undoubtedly did much to
embitter his subsequent attitude towards mission
work; but to his credit it remains that his bitterness
never descended from the general to the particular
missionary. Also, although he had failed to achieve
abroad that which would have greatly simplified the
Chinese Government's control of its internal affairs,
he remained unshaken and successful in maintaining
law and order within the limits of his Viceroyalty
and consistent in his domestic policy of eliminating
every possible cause of friction with foreign Powers.
Later, after the Japanese war and his removal from
the Chihli Viceroyalty, when the turbulent spirits
of Young China, full of the pride of " Western learn-
ing," began to show how dangerous a thing is a little
knowledge, when Kang Yu-wei?s crude theories
threatened to involve the whole fabric of government
in a chaos of iconoclasm, the great majority of the
conservative literati found in these disruptive iaflu-